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Foundations 


of Peace 
by BILL ROBERTS 


MPHE ending of the Japanese war 

by the atom bomb has thrown 
people into the state of panic in 
which they were in the 1930s, and 
similar policies for preventing war 
are being advocated. To form a 
balanced judgment of what we should 
do we must see the atom bomb in 
perspective as a still more efficient 
instrument of war. Its use has not 
altered the problem of peacemaking 
Im any way, nor has it made the pos- 
sibility of war any more remote. It 
has, however, made peacemaking 
more urgent. 

The negative attitude of “stopping 
war” is altogether the wrong 
approach to the problem of making 
peace, because wars result from the 
revolt of peoples against unjust cir- 
cumstances, or their demand for a 
favourable position internationally 
which is, in its turn, unjust to others. 
Peacemaking is therefore, primarily, 
a matter of adjusting differences 
voluntarily. When governments and 
peoples insist on behaving unjustly, 
the pacifist has finally only the card 
of personal pacifism against his own 
government, and of non-violence 
against others. If world unity comes 
about through a centralised control of 
the atom bomb, the pacifist’s work 
is in protecting individuals against 
the tyranny of that central authority, 
and in opposing oppression. 

REVOLUTIONARY POLICY 

When the policy of seeking to 
establish. justice is applied to events 
today, its revolutionary nature be- 
comes apparent. There are two facets 
to it, namely doing justice to others, 
and refusing to submit to injustice. 
To us in Britain the first facet in- 
volves abandoning both the Empire 
and the Export Drive, and insisting 
on the people of Europe and the Far 
East being relieved of famine and 
want. To the individual Britisher 
this means that the economic benefits 
which he gained from buying cheaply 
and selling dearly in the Empire will 
go; that he must not yet expect or 
demand increased rations; and that 
he must forego the hope of an in- 
creased standard of living. 

On the other side of the scale is 
the fact that our favourable imperial 
position has already greatly de- 
teriorated, that the Export Drive is 
almost sure to fall short of its mark, 
and that the American pension is 
likely to be small anyway. The cur- 
tailment of armaments will be a 
necessity for a poor country, and so 
will a comradeship which will insist 
on supporting the casualties of the 
policy. 

THE PASSING OF PRIVILEGE 

Briefly, this means that we must 
urge people to recognise that 
European supremacy and wealth has 
largely gone, and that we should 
attempt to establish ourselves as a 
peaceful but independent people as 
the Danes did last century, and 
renounce any attempt to re-establish 
ourselves in a position of privilege. 

Obviously the presentation of such 
a policy is not work for any political 
party, nor should the PPU think of 
itself as such. It is a body of people 
who have themselves taken the pledge 
to renounce war, and seek to make 
peace in the world. Its function is 
akin to that of a church, which must 
publish the truth for men to accept, 
or reject at their own peril. If we 
judge any policy by its acceptability 
to the public we fail to realise that 
our work lies in the realm of the 
spirit, and of the choice of what is 
worth seeking in life. We must show 
people that something other than the 
pursuit of wealth is the goal in life, 
and that entails finding for ourselves 
that which is better than riches. 
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“FT OOK from the clothes to the faces, and the palpable differ- 

ence caused by near-Starvation emerges: what attracts 
attention is not the thinness, not even the universal tiredness, but 
the colour. For the faces of the babies in the perambulators are 
dead white: the flesh has a waxen or soaplike appearance, Young 
children are yellow, but from twelve they show the pallor normal 
in the adults, except when they are obviously discoloured by 
jaundice: the faces of the old, of whom there are few, wear the 
same dead white or yellow as the babies and younger children. 
There are a few exceptions; but pink round faces normally belong 
to prostitutes or to servants employed and in part fed at some 
Allied mess or official establishment. Occasionally a small child’s 
face appears still touched with pink, but usually by some dreadful 
law of compensation, the mother’s is horribly sallow and thin.” 


That comes from a descrip- 
tion of Berlin in The Economist 
(Sept. 29). Those waxen faces 
are all too familiar. I saw them 
in the German schools in 1923; 
I remember them in the descrip- 
tions of the famine in the 
Ukraine a few years after. Al- 
ways the result, not of natural 
catastrophe, but of man’s in- 
humanity to man. 


The best news that has reached me 
is that “Save Europe Now” is be- 
coming active at the political level. I 
understand that a group of younger 
MPs is being formed with a deep con- 
cern that Government action should 
be taken. 


The one in ten 


L Ast week I suggested that Czecho- 

Slovakia might not ultimately 
abandon Western “democracy.” A 
correspondent of The Economist 
(Sept, 22) partly confirms, partly 
corrects this feeling. “The Russian 
soldiers,’ he says, “have not been 
good ambassadors for Russia”; 10 
per cent. of them are uncontrolled. 
One uncontrolled soldier in 10 in an 
occupying army can make life hell 
for a liberated country. 

Last May the Czecho-Slovaks were looking 
towards the East. Within three months in a 
great many minds that orientation has 
changed. They are looking even ~ ore des- 
berately towards the West... . they feel 
that, largely through the Soko} movement, 
they have built up a level of culture that is 
superior to that of Russia, and they are deter- 
mined not to be submerged by a civilization 
that is more massive but less advanced than 
their own. They do not took to the West 
because they wish to imitate the forms of 
Western democracy, but because they wish 
to preserve what they have in common with 
life as lived in Western Europe. 

They will discover that though life 
as lived in Western Europe does not 
depend on democratic forms, it does 
depend on the democratic —spirit—of 
tolerance and liberty—which makes 
possible the working of democratic 
forms. 


“Without disturbance” 


rPHE writer goes on to make some 

observations which may be of 
great importance for an understand- 
ing of Russian policy. 

It would be a bold man who would dogma- 
tize on the Russians’ reactions to their ex- 
periences in Czecho-Slovakian over these last 
three months, for Moscow does not think 
aloud. But Russia is realist in thought and 
intelligently led. As a system of government 
the Russians have not yet learned how much 
a people can benefit from a publie confession 
of their mistakes and shortcomings, but as 
a peop'e they do learn from the experiences 
they gain from contact with the western 
world. The balanced Czecho-Slovak view is 
that Russia is still defensively minded and 
anxious to secure her frontiers in depth, not 
so much against physical attack, but more to 
gain time for their leaders to work out their 
long-term plans without the disturbance of 
ideas coming in from outside. 

If that is true, what we have to 
fear is not so much a further advance 
of Communism into Western Europe. 
The experiences of the unfortunate 
fringe, who have had a bellyful of 
Russian liberation—even Alexander 
Werth notes “the widespread hosti- 
lity among Poles towards Russian 
troops ” (Listener, Sept. 20)—will act 
as a psychological barrier. What we 
have to fear is a deliberate effort of 
the Russians to prevent Western 
Europe from becoming once more a 
going concern—the home of a way of 
life that will exercise a compulsive 
attraction on the Slavs who have ex- 
perienced European civilization. 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


The fear_of the West 


=> 
MPHIs woul# > luau, better than any 
= considerations of pure power- 
politics, the extreme violence of Rus- 
sian opposition to any suggestion of 
closer cooperation in Western Europe, 
For the idea that a Western European 
and Scandinavian bloe could contem- 
plate military attack on Russia is 
now become fantastic. But it does 
offer the hope of realizing a genuine 
democratic socialism (which, indeed, 
without such closer economic union, 
is impracticable): and the success of 
democratic socialism in the West 
might be psychologically dangerous 
to the present Russian regime. 

Stalin himself will not have for- 
gotten Lenin’s prophecy that if and 
when Western Europe achieved 
socialism, in its own way, Communist 
Russia would become a_ backward 
nation. Lenin hoped for that day: 
Stalin appears to fear it. 

But let us not get too pessimistic 
about Russia. If only absolute dis- 
aster to Germany can be prevented, 
with its consequent poisoning of the 
springs of life and renewal in Western 
Europe, there is much to be said for 
a firm and unified control of Eastern 
Europe by Russia: which means in 
fact a fairly orderly agrarian revo- 
lution instead of the bloody anarchy 
which would have been almost certain. 
But is Russia economically strong 
enough to provide the capital equip- 
ment for those countries? 

In any case, the urgent, the terribly 
urgent need, is the positive recon- 
struction—political, economic, spiri- 
tual—of Western Europe into a new 
form of international polity. If that 
great work is undertaken with moral 
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THE NEW JAPAN 


N an answer to a series of ques- 

tions addressed to him by The 
Associated Press, the new Japanese 
Premier, Higashi Kuni, wrote: 


“ America has won and Japan has 
lost. The war is ended. Let us now 
bury the hate. 


“People of America—won’t you 
forget Pearl Harbour? We, the 
Japanese people, will forget the 
devastation wrought by the atomic 
bomb and will start entirely anew as 
a peace-loving nation.” 


He said that he had asked Toyo- 
hiko Kagawa, the famous Christian 
leader, to serve unofficially “ to help 
raise moral standards, do away with 
hatreds and establish friendly rela- 
tions with the United States and 
other countries.” 


Kagawa, who is now 57 years of 
age, was educated in Kobe Theological 
College, and lived and worked in the 
slums of Kobe for 15 years. He be- 
came the leader of what may be 
ealled Christian Socialism in Japan, 
organised the Labour Federation in 
1918, the Farmers’ Co-operative in 
1922, and became head of the Social 
Bureau in Tokyo in 1929. He has 
achieved an international reputation. 


“SAVE EUROPE NOW” 


I. STOCKS 
2. GESTURE 
3. TRANSPORT 


—lines for effective help 


rPHE Public Action Committee of 

‘the reace Pledge Union have 
issued an amplification of the 
majority decision of PPU Executive 
(reported in last week’s PN) that 
“* Save Europe Now’ is the most im- 
portant form of activity for the PPU 
during the next few weeks.” 

The Public Action Committee point 
out that they “had already been 
active in relation to the situation in 
Europe in general and the ‘Save 
Europe Now’ appeal in particular.” 
They now make the following “ im- 
portant addition ” to clause 4 of the 
original basis of the People’s Peace 
Crusade: 


VIVHE extreme urgency of the situa- 
tion in Europe involving as it does 
both the starvation of millions and 
also the general misery of the dis- 
placed people, makes the Executive 
desire to give to this more personal 
problem a paramount place in PPU 
activities (including the Crusade) 
for the next few weeks. Henry 
Carter, as the result of his recent 
visit to Switzerland, has reported 
“Beneath the conflict of political 
policies is a seething mass of human 
misery unprecedented in magnitude 
and intensity.”- The general need, 
therefore, is to secure at once for 
Europe the food without which 
literally tens of millions will starve 
within the next six months. The 
particular action for us may be seen 
under some such headings as the 
following: 

(a) Pressing for an investigation 
as to the statistics of the stocks 
of food held in this country and 
the possibility of their use to 
meet the situation in Europe. 


(b) Arousing the people in this 
country to the point of offering 
to reduce their own food supply 
for the purpose of sharing with 
Europeans of all nationalities. 


(c) Urging that the additional 
transport in the way of ships, 
planes and lorries required to en- 
sure the adequate distribution of 
existing food supplies should be 
made available. 


Some such detailed policy” would be 
the immediate implication of the 
Executive Committee’s Resolution. 
Only by such action can we hope to 
prevent the growth of a_ hatred 
destructive of the possibility of real 
reconciliation and to build up the 
right relationships without which 
the People’s Peace is impossible. 

* * * 


(Peace News reproduces the above clause 
from a Public Action Committee statement 
which also includes an amplification of the 
decision taken by PPU Executive. The whole 
document has been circulated to all Group 
Leaders and others involved in the People’s 
Peace Crusade.) 


TARGETS 


IFN our last appeal we referred to 
4 the National Savings Week run on 
the note of thanksgiving for victory 
and the ending of the war, Our own 
thankoffering appeal was on some- 
what different lines—thanksgiving 
for the preservation of our own near 
and dear ones; thankfulness for ces- 
sation of the killing; rejoicing with 
all for whom it has made possible the 
restoration of broken family life— 


overwhelming thankfulness for that. 

About celebrating victory we feel somewhat 
differently. The National Savings Thanks- 
giving Week marking the end of the war to 
destroy German Nazism and militarism closed 
with a demonstration of “* mimic warfare” in 
Hyde Park by 1,500 members of Youth Or- 
ganizations! Well, it attracted the public and 
London's target of £125,000,000 was over- 
passed with a total of £130,702,803. 

We ourselves do not attempt to rival that: 
we do not set any target at all. Our thank- 
offering MONTH has brought in £36 15s, 11d. 
We are not dissatisfied but we would like to 
give our friends still another fortnight to 
express their thankfulness before we leave the 
subject; and then we have another little idea 
to advance in connection with,savings and the 
end of the war. But w2"ll announce that next 
ime. 

: Meanwhile please continue to “sears our 
HQ appeal in the thanksgiving spirit: our 
ela for the furtherance of PPU work 
in the new opportunities that are before us 
now that the war is over—not by the training 
of youth for war but bv the dedication of all 
ways of peace. 
to the trve WOMAUD. ROWNTREE. 
CORDER CATCHPOOL, 

Joint eee 

Contributions to HQ Fund since Sept. E 
£12 14s, 6d. Year's total to date: £402 
18. 7d. 
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Power, planning and 


by HAROLD K. HOLT 


WITH the invention of the Atomic 
Bomb by a few scientists and 


its use on hundreds of thousands of 
defenceless human beings, we see the 
repudiation of the species by the in- 
dividual. To be a Big Power is now 
a positive menace, a constant over- 
shadowing threat to the lives of 
millions, Mr. Churchill has stated 
that the power derived from atomic 
energy could be used either for 
wholesale destruction on an unpre- 
cedented scale or as a perennial fount 
of prosperity. But we did not lack 
power even before the splitting of the 
atom. In the days of our pre-war 
“prosperity ” we never had less than 
two million unemployed, whilst 
throughout the world coffee was being 
burned, fish thrown back into the sea, 
and cotton ploughed into the land. 
Nevertheless, the struggle for 
power goes on and each of the Big 
Powers is striving to consolidate and 
strengthen its position in the post- 
war world. Today millions of men, 
women and children do not know the 
taste of fresh butter, milk and cheese; 
even bread, once the “staff of life” 
is beyond the reach of many. It is 
characteristic of our time that, whilst 
these condition exist, every Big 
Power is attempting to multiply its 
industrial exports; they must be 
“doubled,” “trebled,” “ quadrupled ” 
for they are the weapons of the peace. 


Australia is now producing steel 
more cheaply than America can pro- 
duce it. India, now one of the 
greatest industrial nations in the 
world, turns out 5,000,000,000 yards 
of cloth a year. Argentine, once re- 
garded as a “comic opera” country, 
produced 32,000 tons of cotton cloth 
in 1944 as against 17,900 tons in 1939, 
whilst during the same period the 
production of woollen cloth increased 
from 11,000 tons to 17,000 tons. 
Brazil’s exports of cotton textiles 
have been responsible for no less than 
one third of the “ substantial foreign 
balanees ” which she has accumulated 
since 1942. 


GIANT STRIDES 


But it is in America that this 
development has gone furthest. Early 
in 1942 their Secretary of Commerce 
stated that the Defence Plant Cor- 
poration, a subsidiary of the Recon- 
struction Finance Corporation, had 
built and equipped 1479 plants and 
other facilities—at a cost of 
£1,750,000,000. Towards the end of 
1941, 100 large companies between 
them held 82 per cent. of the U.S.A. 
war orders, four companies sharing 
21 per cent. Before the war the 


American standard of living and 
American wage-rates were much 
higher than in this country—yet 


British firms were failing to compete 
with American organizations, even in 
our home market. Lewis C. Ord in 
his book “Secrets of Industry” 
points out that 120 British workers 
were necessary to equal the produc- 
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tion of 100 American workers, whilst 
the non-productive personnel per 100 
productive workers was 90 as against 
25 in America. 


Since this data was collected, the 
situation has become much more 
favourable to American industry. It 
must be remembered that the war 
came quickly to this country. With 
the collapse of France, production 
was “ farmed-out ” to small firms and 
dispersed throughout the country to 
avoid air-raids. In America, on the 
other hand, huge plants were 
assembled, working by the most up- 
to-date mass production methods. 
Small firms were not considered, by 
deliberate policy, ar.d throughout the 
war they have been failing and going 
out of business at an ever-increasing 
rate. 


Now, with the ending of Lease- 
Lend, America is all out to capture 
the markets of the world—immensely 
confident, strong and efficient. But 
where will it all end? Ord believes 
that American efficiency is due to cut- 
throat competition, freed from 
government control and red_ tape. 
But cut-throat competition on such a 
vast scale, run for private profit and 
concentrating on the expansion of 
exports, will lead to catastrophe when 
the buyers have not the means to pay. 


THE CULTURAL FACTOR 


The Labour Government, on the 
other hand, believes that the solution 
lies in the nationalization of industry 
and planned, centralized control. But 
a nationalized economy may serve 
any master, Fascist, Communist or 
Socialist. Consequently, it becomes 
more and more evident that the poli- 
tical, cultural and ethical conditions 
of a country are factors of primary 
importance; they decide the use to 
which the economic machinery is put. 
We are not a “ politically-conscious ” 
people, the last 30 years has wit- 
nessed a disintegration of ethical 
standards, whilst our culture, so far 
as it exists, is confined to a small 
minority and has no roots in the 
daily life of the people. 


These conditions will not be 
remedied by creating an educated 
elite. The “laboured education of a 
few will not raise even those few 
above the reach of the evils that beset 
the ignorance of the great mass of 
the population: the brutality, of 
which such a huge stock has been 
accumulated lower down, will show 
through the selfish refinement of 
those who have let it accumulate.” 
Again, the direction of the whole life 
of a nation in accordance with a 
planned economy must be based on 
a “social” view of what ought to be 
done. It implies that each of our 
needs is given its place in a scale 
of values. In other words, it pre- 
supposes the existence, in the life of 
the nation, of that system of ethics 
which today is so obviously lacking. 


IMPOSSIBLE TASK ? 


Is, then, the task confronting the 
Government an impossible one? It is 
impossible if the Government is con- 
tent with a “continuity ” of the 
foreign policy of its predecessor—as 
Mr. Bevin recently inferred. It is 
impossible if the Government be- 
lieves, with Miss Ellen Wilkinson, 
that “the most mischievous thing 
that ean be said abroad today is that 
Britain is a second-class Power.” It 
is impossible if the industrialization 
of the country is to be still further 
developed and intensified in order to 
chase the mirage of continually 
expanded exports. 


The task is not impossible if 
“pounds, shillings and pence are 
meaningless symbols,” in the sense 
that our wealth consists of the in- 
telligence, skill and labour of our 
people: if the mass of the people are 
given new incentives and are tmbued 
with new aspirations. But it must be 
recognised that there must be a quali- 
tative and not merely a quantitative 
change in such incentives and aspira- 
tions. Such a change will not be 
achieved by merely using “ the great 
new Education Act as a store-house 
of mental machine tools” for industry 
or by the Ministry of Education 
keeping “close contact with the 
Board of Trade.” The place of the 
Ministry of Education is alongside 
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A call to action 


TINHERE is one overriding human 
need today—to keep alive what 


can be kept alive of the prostrate 
German people. There is one over- 
riding difficulty — the difficulty of 
awakening the human imagination, 
dulled and calloused by six years of 
warfare, to the fearful reality of the 
situation. “I came back to England 
last month,” writes Henry Carter, 
“convinced that the European picture 
had not been seen in true perspec- 
tive. . . . Beneath the conflict of 
political policies is a seething mass 
of huma:s; misery unprecedented in 
magnitude and intensity.” (‘‘ The 
Human Needs of Europe”: N.P.C. 
4d.) 

Let us take a single example. The 
Observer (Sept. 16) reported that the 
food allowance in the French zone 
of Germany was 800 calories a day. 
UNRRA'S official goal—-a minimum 
diet to sustain normal life—is 2650 
calories a day. The absolute mini- 
mum fixed by the US army, not to 
sustain normal life, but “to prevent 
disease and unrest” is 2000 calories. 
The food of a German in the French 
zone is well under half that, well 
under one-third of what UNRRA 
reckoned to be necessary. In short, 
it is starvation absolute. 

People, - not ill-conditioned _ or 
naturally callous, say that the food 
rations of this country have been 
already reduced to the minimum. But 
they have no conception of what is 
happening in the French zone of 
Germany, where our single ration has 
to feed four people. And no one has 
any conception at all of what is 
happening in the Russian zone. They 
have to pass, in imagination, from 
one world of experience to another: 
from Heaven to Hell. They cannot 
do it. Even a famous minister of the 
Christian religion, when approached 
to preach a sermon in support of 
“Save Europe Now,” replied peremp- 
torily that he would not support any 
appeal to reduce the already in- 
sufficient rations in this country. 

It ig true that the present rations 
of the manual worker in this country 
are only just enough to enable him 
to do his work and keep his health. 
No Government could be expected to 
introduce an all-round cut in rations. 
But there are millions of people in 


the Ministry of Agriculture and the 
Ministry of Health. 

Fifty years ago William Morris said, 
“There is a danger that the strongest and 
wisest of mankind, in striving to attain a 
complete mastery over nature should destroy 
her simplest and widest-spread gifts and 
thereby enslave simple people to them and 
themselves to themselves, and so at last drag 
the world into a eecond barbarism more 
ignoble and a_ thousand-fold more hopeless 
than the first.’ 

Industry, it is obvious, has come to stay; 
its benefits can hardly be over-estimated, but 
the use and concentration of industry has 
been based on our ideas of power; it has 
become an obsession. As a result, we have 
created a world in which masses of human 
beings have become spectators instead of par- 
takers in life; where the rhythm of the 
seasons has been destroyed and where flesh 
and blood is less real than paper, ink and 
celluloid. Our industrial towns have become 
vast wens ‘where summer and winter are 
only alternations of heat and cold; where 
snow never fell white nor sunshine clear; 
where the ground ie only a pavement and 
the sky no more than the glass roof of an 
arcade; where the utmost power of a storm 
is to choke the gutters and the finest magic 
of spring, to change mud into dust; where 
there is no interest or occupation for any 
of the inhabitants but the routine of counter 
or desk within doors, and the effort to pass 
each other without collision outside. 


STRIKING A BALANCE 


If a more even balance is effected between 
town and country, industry and agriculture; 
if we co-operate with the smaller democracies 
with long traditions of co-operation: if we 
give the freedom we profess to believe in to 
India and the Colonial peoples, then I believe 
we can live happily and peacefully. By 
current standards our ‘“‘standard of living ”’ 
would fall, but we should have the essentials 
and we should ‘learn to discriminate: in 
health, in awareness, we should be the gainers. 

Today, however, only the most highly in- 
dustrialized nations can make war and under- 
lying all government policy has been 
preparation for war. To effect a balance 
between agriculture and industry means that 
we should cease to be a Big Power. Thus, 
behind every attempt at social or economic 
re-construction stands the fundamental ques- 
tion of pacifism. Hitherto, left-wing 
‘‘ realists"? have pointed out that pacifism is 
not ‘practical politics’? and from this they 
have gone on to renounce pacifism. It is now 
time for us, as a nation, to renounce “ prac- 
tical politica.”” 


this country who are not manual 
workers. It may be too late to intro- 
duce a differential ration for them. 
But it is not too late to appeal to 
them voluntarily to forgo something: 


to swell the volume of declared 
willingness to make a little sacrifice 
to save some of their stricken 
brothers. 


But—let us be quite clear—if the 
appalling tragedy of Germany is to 
be averted, or even largely mitigated, 
it is action at the government level 
that is required. It is, in the last re- 
sort, political pressure that must be 
brought to bear to ensure that Britain 
does all that is humanly possible to 
prevent disaster within the British 
zone of occupatiun. It would, for in- 
stance, be a crime against humanity 
if more than the absolute minimum 
of reserve stocks were kept in this 
country at this moment; or if the 
army rations were still maintained 
at their exorbitant war-time level. 

No doubt, even when Britain has 
done its utmost, the main hope of 
salvation for Western Germany lies 
with America. For Eastern Germany 
there is none. We can do nothing 
about that. What we have to do is 
to see to it that this country does 
its utmost, without waiting any 
longer for agreement with its allies. 
The British zone in Germany is our 
concern: we have accepted the fear- 
ful responsibility of becoming its 
government. If a million Germans 
die there during the coming winter, 
their blood is upon our heads. 

It seems quite impossible to do 
anything to mitigate the far more 
appalling conditions within the 
Russian zone. There the thrusting of 
millions into misery, starvation and 
death appears to be deliberate policy. 

“Into the Russian zone are being 
poured millions of homeless, helpless 
human beings; out of it are being 
removed the means of subsistence 
which were totally inadequate even 
to the population already there.” 

The behaviour of Russia has come 
with a giant shock to what remains 
of the conscience of Europe. Our 
duty is to keep that conscience alive; 
for humanity is today in deadly peril 
of an irrecoverable plunge. into 
savagery. Each one of us must think, 
work, scheme and sacrifice to save 
Europe now. 


WORDS OF PEACE 
No. 148. 


The most distressing aspect of 
the world in which we live is its in- 
difference to the basic issues, which 
now, as always, are moral issues. .. . 
The words peace, justice, coopera- 
tion, community and charity have 
fallen out of our vocabulary. They 
are, in fact, regarded as signs of 
weakness and as showing that the 
one who uses them is guilty of the 
capital crime of modern times—lack 
of realism. The rise of the new 
realism was bound to produce con- 
fusion in America; for the new 
realism is nothing but the old 
Realpolitik. It represents the conquest 
of the United States by Hitler. It 
suggests that the one powerful 
nation in the world which claimed to 
hate Machiavellianism, and _ repu- 
diated the doctrine that military 
superiority implies moral superiority, 
must now embrace those theories or 
be accused of being ‘soft.’ A nation 
which fought two wars to end war 
must now, in the hour of victory, 
plan to have the greatest navy in the 
world; it must have perpetual con- 
scription; and it must get all the 
island bases it can lay its hands on. 
A nation which has pretended to the 
name of Christian must now abandon 
the attempt to deserve it.—President 
Robert M. Hutchins of the University 
of Chicago. 


Peace Newa is open for the expression of al] 
points of view relevant to pacifism. Articles 
in it, whether signed or unsigned, do not 
nacessarily represent the policy of the Peace 
Pledge Union, of which it is the weekly organ. 
Nor does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply any endorsement of, or PPU ct-nnexion 
with, the matter advertised. 
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Study 


FREEDOM AND 
PLANNING 


s “ EITHER they are our creatures 
or we are theirs.”’ Herbert Mor- 
rison has written of “the vast con- 
centrations of economic power which 
have become a_ political menace.” 
“They present democracy with its 
greatest problem.” It is a problem 
which pacifists cannot afford to 
ignore, 
~ THE old socialist argument that 
: a starving, unemployed man is 
in no genuine sense free has come to 
be widely accepted. And 
P.P.U pacifists are certainly 
column 


concerned with the free- 
dom of the individual. 
They cannot hope to 
safeguard it unless they 
understand the extent to which the 
fundamental freedom of all citizens 
is dependent on a limitation of the 
less important rights of some. 


WAR-TIME rationing of food 
» and clothes is a good example. 
Few pacifists would argue that every- 
body should have been free to 
scramble for what they could get. In 
peace-time we will find the same need 
to plan in order to guarantee to 
everyone the right to work and a 
minimum = standard of economic 
security. 
@ BUILDING development and 
® social amenities are two other 
fairly obvious subjects for planning. 
No pacifist would defend the right of 
the land speculator to force up the 
price of ordinary houses, and the need 
to plan open-spaces for the enjoyment 
of the people is an adequate reason 
for limiting the development of 
private building proposals. 


& YET planning has quite serious 
dangers. They, tua, must have 
the attention of pacifists, who must be 
concerned to examine the safeguards 
against unrestricted regulation and 
control. 
r ALL these questions are con- 
sidered in a Study Course which 
has gone to PPU secretaries this week. 
See that your group allocates some 
time to its discussion. 


“COMING SHORTLY” 


While Geoffrey Gilbert and Henry Rutland 
are occupied in decorating and otherwise pre- 
paring the new bookshop, the continuing work 
of the present ehap devolves upon Eileen Ager. 
Callers at, Dick Sheppard House wil! Know of 
her unfailing and unstinted help, and will 
readily understand (PPU bookshop hopes) 
any delay in the execution of ordera during 
this transitional period. 

When Housman's opens later thia month 
with a full staff the aim will be to execute all 
orders within two days. Meantime, the beat 
form of thanks for Eileen Ager’s ‘‘ holding the 
fort’ is a little patience. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 
LATEST TIME for copy: Monday 
before publication. 


extra). 
payment, except for odd 
for Box No. replies: Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

When corresponding with PN about repairs, 
an advertisement, quote its first 
words, classification, and date. 

We reserve the right to hold over 
advertisements and to limit the fre-]condtn. 


S.E.15. 


quency of continuing advertisements.| Phillips, Yew Tree Farm, Beauworth, 
; — | Alresford, Hants. 

SUPER-GRADE Strawberry plants 
offered at 19s. per 100; 108., 50; 5s. 
6d., 25: 85., 12. 
Quarter’s rent paid in ceapiner Gohek be PensonesGdas.. 


~~ 


ACCOMMODATION 


URGENTLY WTD. by C.O.. wife 
and child: unfurnshd. cott., with or 
without land. 
advance. Mason, 
Slough, Bucks. 

WANTED roomy old hse. with 5-10 
acres, at least 2 acres grass. Some 
outbldgs. Condtn. not important. 
Yorks, Lancs, Derbys, preferred but 
not essential. Box 155. 

SPEND your autumn holiday here. 
Full board offered. Reasnble. tms. 
Delves, ‘‘ High-Homestead,” Polegate, |yi5 n+ 
Nr. Eastbourne, Sussex. Gothic 

DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re- gd 
form Vegetarian Guest House for E 
happy holidays or restful recupera- 
tion; all modern comforts. A. and K. 
S. Ludlow. ‘The Briars, Crich, Mat- 


Baylis House, 


and accessories. 


WANTED. 


Pacifists all over the! 


should continue to work for better relation- 


World 


Conference assesses post-war 
position and outlook 


DF». ALEX WOOD, Chairman of 
the PPU, presided at a Conference 
held at Barnet on Sept. 29, at which 
representatives of WRI, the Inter- 
national FoR, FAU, Friends Peace 
Committee and the Service-Nation 
Movement (with an observer from 
IVSP) considered at the invitation of 
the PPU the position of the pacifist 
movement throughout the world. 


The subject could not be dealt with 
adequately in the course of one day. 
Nor, owing to transport and communi- 
cation difficulties and to the political 
Situation in some of the countries, 
was it possible for the conference to 
be fully representative. But reports 
were given from China. India, USA, 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, 
South Africa, Germany, Hungary, 
Greece, Switzerland, France, Belgium, 
the Channel Isles, Ireland, Wales and 
Scotland. 


It was made plain that the pacifist move- 
mer in England was not paralleled in most 
other countries. In China, for instance, often 
regarded as a country of pacifist minded 
people, there were very few pacifists indeed 
in the English sense. Pacifism was not or- 
ganized in many countries as it is in England. 
In France there were not one or two large 


organizations, but a Jarge number of small 
ones. 


Nor was there often a specifically Christian 


' basis to pacifism compared with the Christian 


basis of most English pacifism. Sylvia 
Stevenson, of Dublin, was typical of a number 
of speakers in pointing out, how much more 
difficult the situation was in other countries. 
Mr. E. Bader endorsed this in the case of 
Switzerland. 


IN EVERY LAND 


But the conference was left in no doubt as 
to the existence of pacifists in almost every 


country. An illustration of non-violence was 
given from North China. In Greece a few 
pacifists had } en contacted. Progress had 


been made in the Channel Isles. In South 
Africa good work was being undertaken by 
individuals. 


From India rather divergent reports were 
given: that belief in non-violence was on the 
decline, and that Gandhi’s influence on the 
side of a non-military struggle was stil} con- 
siderable. What was needed was closer con- 
tact between the pacifists in Great Britain and 
those in other countries where the struggle 
had been carried on in face of much greater 
opposition. Such pacifists had much to teach 
us, while in the East the younger generation 
in particular needed to learn from and to 
meet. pacifists from the West. 


Some of those present stressed the fact that 
the time is short: some form of “ pacifist 
sabotage "' and speedy political awakening ia 
necessary if further destruction is to be 
avoided. Others thought that pacifists should 
not be concerned about the time factor, even 


ship between nations and an awakening of 
the human spirit everywhere. 

Everyone agreed that the strengthening of 
the international pacifist movement was of the 
greatest importance for Peace, and that it was 
for the pacifists of each country first to put 
their own house in order. 


“South African call 


to reconciliation 


‘PHE East London (South Africa) 

Daily Dispatch for June 13, reports 
a notably conciliatory speech by Dr. 
P. J. van Nierop in the House debate 
of the previous day. 


Dr. van Nierop said it would be a 
nice gesture if a small nation like 
South Africa took the lead and said: 
“There has been a war and we have 
won. Let us forget and forgive and 
not execute people merely because 
they happen to have been the leaders 
of countries that fought against us.” 

He did not doubt there had been 
atrocities during the war, as atrocities 
were inevitable during a war. That, 
perhaps, was the reason why he, per- 
sonally, was opposed to war. There 
were people who believed that atroci- 
ties had been committed in South 
Africa. If the policy of executing 
leaders at the end of a war had been 
followed after the South African 
War there would have been reper- 
cussions that would never have been 
forgotten. 


CONDEMNED CONGRESSMEN 
ARE REPRIEVED 


Death sentences passed in April on seven 
Indian Congressmen from Nagpur, who were 
accused of murder and arson in connexion 
with the August, 1942, disturbances in their 
Province, were commuted to Jife imprisonment 
by Viceroy Wavel] last month. 

Mr. Gandhi had denounced the death sen- 
tences as ‘cold-blooded murder” and there 
were nation-wide protests against them, 


=n 


INDIA’S BEGGARS 


R There are 1,400,000 ‘‘ registered” beggars 
in the 11 Provinces of British India (i.e., 
excluding all beggars within the Indian & tates) 
according to a report just published by the 
Social Service League of Bombay. Of these, 
600,000 are blind, 250,000 are deaf and dumb 
and 10,000 are insane—United Press of India. 


ALL OVER THE PLACE 


Since September, 1939, sections of the 
Friends’ Ambulance Unit have served in 
Britain, Finland, Norway, Egypt, Greece, 
Dodecanese, Libya, Tunisia, Sicily, Italy, 


France, Belgium, Holland, Germany, Austria, 
Syria, Palestine, Ethiopia, Burma, India, and 


in the face of the atomic bomb; but that they China. 


Middx. 


Restaurant, 
International] more. 


gifts of foreign} ing. 


LIVERPOOL. 


Any such gifts “The 


funds. 


come, 
Frame 


wheelbuilding, gear service 


New Cross 4129. tor,” Part TIl. 
Auto-cycle in  gd.|Sanctity. 


and at reasnble. price,|St-. Westminster. 


CONTACT 


Crge. pd. Haines|CLUB. 


ships. 
WILL ANY 


Tudor farm hse., 


cupboards, bathrm.. rt. h.J yo them up 
being 


garage, exceptionally Europe. 


JOIN 


Box 163. 


lock (Station: Ambergate: Tel. 
Ambergate 44). 

RUSHMERE Gueat House, Selsey. 
Home _ cemfort. Ideally situated. 
Caters for conferences and group! Friends. 
meetinga during off season. Write} Pyjends’ 


Club. 


GARDENING 


free on 
Home 


application to the 
Service Committee, 


Vieter Smith (Manager for Stephen] Friondg’ House, Euston Rd. London. miles Richmond. 


Stoner & Co. Ltd.). 
LIGHTBECK 


N.W.1. 


Vegetarian Guest 


homely atmosphere, children wel-} ad. 
come. Write Marjorie Alferoff. 
EDUCATIONAL ¢ A 
SPEAKING AND | WRITING] (07 _Dacifists: 


lessona (correspndnee. or visit) 58.) 1), ndemith. 


elassea 1s. 6d. Diffident. nervous. 


alse stammerers. Dorathy Matthews. | mith. 


N.W.3. PRImrose 5686. 


Cornwall. 


From Prophetic 
Porlar Gve.. New Malden, Surrey. ms 
TWC WORTHWHILE ovublications 


Caurely nog C Uncrpoy Pa ee conditions of employment in all posts 


Applications in doubt are i 
recommended to consult the Centra)}the Children’s Hmes, Epping. 
G Endsleigh St.,jdent. 
B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Rd., London.!y:¢2 publishing House, Tintagel, N. W.C.1., which will often be able to[plus war bonus. 
| give useful advice. 


: strel Friar.” an adventure in Christ- 
and hesitant people specially helned.|ian discinleshin, by Ernest Newland- 


Post free. 5s. 7d. 


MEETINGS, &c. 


A STANMORE GROUP? 
Region is 


FOR SALE & WANTED Oct. 18, at 


WAR RESISTERS' 
4 wd. ® welcome 

TERMS: Cash with order. 2d. per|stamps for subsequent sale on behalf 
word, minimum 2a. 6d. (Box No. 6d./of W.RI. 
Please don't send stamps iM |received with gratitude. Pl. send to speak on 
pence.|the War Resisters’ International, 11 proach to 
Maximum length: 50 words. Address| Abbey Rd., Enfield. 

“ BURLS ” the conscientious cycle 
maker, for your new cycle. 


7.30 p.m. at 
Belmont 
Dennis Davies will be speak-|try of Labour. 
Support our new group. 


Fredrick Lohr will 


Pacifism’ at 
Hall, Hackins Hey (off Dale St.) on 
Fri., Oct. 12, at 7.30 p.m. 
Merseyside Region, P.P.U. 

LONDON FORUM Public Lecture. 
797 Old Kent. Rd., Fredrick Lohr: “‘ The Grand Inquisi- 


Alliance 


PERSONAL 
CORRESPONDENCE 


A satisfactory medium for 
those desiring opp This 
Partics., stamp, Sec. a 
_ BUILDING CO. in the sth. raising ty Fry Gdns, Rumney, Cardig. 
limited additional capital, invites en- 
quirs. from those who are seeking a 
sound investment. 
SUFFOLK. 
modernised, redecor., ideal guest hse., 
2 large rec., 3 dble. bed., small dress 
rm., Ige. 
and cc. water from main supply, elec- 
and power 
barn, 
outbldgs., modern drainage, 26 
acres of level land, market gdn., pigs 
and calf rearine. etc. 
Mortgage if requd. 


LITERATURE, &c. 
QUAKERISM. 


friends f 

wanted knitted squares, ends of wool|Unit engaged experimental 
Apply Box 160. or black-out material, pl. send them 
to Miss Barclay Sampson, 26 Welling- 
ton Pk., Bristol, 8, who, on behalf of of 
the War Resistera’ 


Victory 2 A 
Club, 34 Honeywell Rd., S.W.11, for| Usual subjects. Suit student, 
Price £3,250.]congenial pen-friends. 

YOU WILL FIND true friendship 
in the L. and H. 


Hme.. 
se eter by Boys’ Hme., Romford; and 26 Manor|history; (2) Rheumatism and Catarrh 


Resident posts. 
ries £65-£5-£80 p. a. plus 


c.O. in return for 
Box 156. 
PIANOFORTE TUITION. Careful|ye° 
FREEMASONRY, as seen in rela-fand 2 
Hse, Underbarrow, nr. Kendal. Ac-|tion to the Christian faith. 
cess Lakes, lovely country, free and}hook bv Rev. Penny Hunt, B.A.. 2s.}bury. 
League, 21}ford Cireus), W.1- 


FULL-TIME 


Meeting on Sat.,|38 Gordon Sa.. W.C.1. 
British} Apply to Leslie Tarlton, 
Circle, 


LINOTYPE 
printers of Peace News. 


shthnd.-typst. : L 
or woman) requd. at London Union|operation in four 


N.W.| Office, Fellowship of Reconciliation,| whereby an opportunity is given to 
£4 a wk,|girls with an elemntry. education to 


Operator wtd. — by| jects. 
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“‘Alternative 
Service’’ ? 


ANE are indebted to our American 
YY contemporary The Reporter for 
the following story of the CPS camp 
truck on its weekly trip through Car- 
son City. where the local policeman, 
patrolling to enforce the speed-limit, 
had come to recognize that it was 
manned by COs. 


One week, the driver was late, In 
trying to make time, he passed 
through Carson City faster than he 
should have. The cop saw him, gave 
chase and flagged him to a stop. 
Then he strolled leisurely over to 
the truck. 


“Son,” he said pleasantly, 
“they’re just as dead whether you 
hit them with a truck or shoot them 
with a gun.” 

Whereupon he turned and ambled 
off. 


PoW.s want to 
go back 


“ UNDREDS of British officers 
recently released from German 
prison camps have signed on for a 
‘ Back-to-Germany ’ mission,” wrote a 
Daily Mail reporter (Sept. 25). 

“Their ambition is to help restore 
their former captors to decent ways 
of living. First batches of these 
‘missionaries’ are now completing a 
three-months course in this country 
before taking up civil administration 
in the British zone of occupation. 

“Only officers are eligible for these 
civil administration posts, and physi- 
cal and educational fitness must be 
fairly high. Knowledge of German is 
a ‘must.’ ” 

The report adds that “the Service 
Departments may consider a similar 
scheme for the Far East. 

“A colonel who was flown to this 
country a few days ago after being 
feed from Mukden, told me yester- 

ay: 

CWe want men out there who know 
the Asiatic, especially the Japanese 
mind. There are many men like me 
who would be glad to go out again 
and re-educate the beggars. After all, 
we should know a bit about them 
after four years’ experience of their 
pretty ways ?’” 


ALAN MISTER 


Alan Mister, PPU West of England or- 
ganizer, has left Newton Poppleford. His new 
address is: ‘‘ Lansbury,” Holcombe Regus, 
Taunton, Somerset. 


A TRAINING SCHEME is in 
Essex hosptls. 


(man 


stating|train as Asstant. Nurses and_ to 


Stan-|qualifictns. and position with Minis- qualify for admssion. for the roll of 


Asstant. Nurses. Training: 2 yrs. 
Qualified Sister Tutor teaches al} sub- 
Certs. given. Salary £40 first 


Apply tolyr., £45 second yr., emoluments £75 


Philosophical Ap-|C)ifford Printing Co., 12b Manor Rd., p. a. Salary when trained £75-£5- 


Caninon|Tondon, N.16. 


All wel- 
for Aged, Surrey. 


income. 
dition to 
laundry. 
Hse., West Byfleet, Surrey. 


State wages requd. 


“Loneliness and Ged-nitting meymi, 


Hall, Palmer 
Oct. 8, 7.30. 


repairs. 
Standard agricultural wages. 
Lane Nurseries, Shrewsbury. 


DOMESTIC worker, man, 
having un-|oT couple, requd. Pacifist 


pen-friend- 


PARTNER wtd. by woman 
F : yth. hostel 
International, will|itehen gdn. and orchard. 


into bed-covers and|agreement. Box 161. 
installed, garments for dispatch to friends in 


Correspondence [S™I!I._ class, children aged 7 


or foreign. 


C. Correspondence| EXPERIENCED  Asstant. 


F Send _s.a.e. for partica. to Sec.,|Mothers wtd. at Girls’ Hme., Stan- 
/ _ Information and/QL. and H. C. C. C.. 39 Reighton Rd.,{way, Nr. 
literature respecting the Faith andl[London, E.5. 
Practice "of the Religious Society of 


Maldon; 
Rd., Romford. 


Apply, Lady 


*“* World Chaos: Its We cannot 


Post free, 7d. 


advertised. 


The New|Soard for COs, 


SITUATIONA VACANT 
confirm 


£5-£65 p. a. plus war bonus. 
satisfactory }Lady Supervisor, Waterloo 
Chelmsford. 


visor, Waterloo Lne., Chelmsford. 


WANTED, gen. helper for Home|Four wks’ holiday a_yr. 
Gd. condtns. and|Lady 
comfortable home for one interested | Chelmsford. 
in helping lonely old people with tiny ae - a — 
. in ad-|SITUATIONS and WORK WANTED 


Apply: Sec., Dartnell Pk. 


C.0. NURSERYMAN requs. 
more then 3 mths. landworker and/or |;o¢ gdning., 
gen. handyman for jobbing property requ. situation as same. 
Board and lodging if requd. 


Apply: 56 Grove St., Liverpool. 


TEACHER requd. immediately for|CUTé treatment seinen 


Supervisor, 


considerate attention for adult Chelmsford. 
100-pace}beginners of all ages. Bernard Wells- Waterloo, Ln : 


RELIEF Foster Mother requd. at|/Speak Effectively in Public.” 


Salary £70-£10-£90 p. a. ¥ 
Apply, Lady Super-|justed. 


emoluments £90 p. a. 
Apply to 
Waterloo Lne., 


£95 p. a. 


Supervisor, 


board, C.0. STUDENT requs. part-time 


job, London. Anything considered. 
Box 157. 


for not} WANTED. 


Two men, expd. mar- 
interested and keen, 
Box 158. 
(4 yrs.’ exp.) 


DRAUGHTSMAN 
Tel.: Pad. 


Sutton |equs. Free Lance Wk. 
3518. Box 159. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Ken- 
eington. Lectures every Tuesday, 7 
p.m. Philosophy, genuine social intro- 
warden |ductions. Consultations all problems. 


‘woman, 
Service 
casewk. 


to take charge oaf}Western 8935. 


1 yr's.| REG. J. BAILEY, M.S.F., N.C.P., 


Osteopath and Naturopath. Nature- 


REGINALD EY, N.C.P., 
Psychiatrist and Specialist in Eye 
Treatrnent (Bates Method), 134 Hop- 


to 11. 
English 


R. M. F. Campion Hse. : i 5 
Schoal, Bromley Grn., Ashford, Kent. |P&™5 Rd. Winchmore Hill, N.21. Con 


sultations by appointment. Postal 
Foster|advice given. Palmers Green 17868. 
ALLYSOL—-SEND stamps 5d. for 


Colchester; two at Boys’|two 20-page booklets of life-conserv- 
Hme., Tendring, Nr. Clacton; Boys’jing information about garlic: (1) a 
Harold Wd. 


Halljherbal remedy with 5,000 years of 


Sala-|dissolved at their root. Allysol Com- 
war|pany, Fairlight, Sussex. 
ACCOUNTANT C.O. writes up 

traders books, prepares Profit and 

Loss Accounts, Balance Sheets and 


Studio 14. Hanover St. (Ox-| JUNIOR Aastant. Foster Motherlincome Tax Returns. Company 
at the Boys’ Hme, Writtle, Nr./formations arranged. Audits and 
Chelmsford. Resident. Salary£50-|eosting undertaken. Box 96. 


Apply,|’ EXPERIENCED PUBLIC speaker 
Lne.,/wtd. to write a postal course for 


Correspndnce, School, on “Haw to 


State 
Resi-|terms to Box 148. 
ACCOUNTANT. Inc. Tax ad- 
Books written up and Accts. 


prepd. Prompt attention. Box 162. 
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CAPT. BELLENGER’S 
““RESPONSIBILITY”’ 


(ZARRY ALLIGHAN, MP, wrote in 

the Daily Mail (Sept. 18) that con- 
troversy about conscription “is again 
surging through the (Labour) party 
in the localities and is causing some 
embarrassment to those Labour MPs 
who feel that their primary duty is to 


the people in the constituencies. 

‘The most embarrassed member of the 
Front Bench will be Captain F. Bellenger, 
because he is—unless he has changed his 
views during the past four months—a bitter 
and most sincere opponent of the principle 
of conscription. 

“His impending embarrassment — will 
derive from the fact that he is now the 
Financial Secretary of the War Office— 
second in command in the House of Com- 
mons to War Secretary Lawson—and as 
such must make parliamentary statements 
on conscription.” 


Mr. Allighan recalls that Capt. Bel- 
lenger spoke against continued con- 
scription at the Blackpool Conference 
last May, but forecasts that “he will 
accept courageously the responsibili- 
ties of his office” and “ faithfully 
interpret the desires of the Govern- 
ment whom he serves.” 


WOODWARD GETS APPEAL 


A T Bury on Sept. 17, Roy Wood- 

™ward, 18-year-old Manchester CO, 
was court-martialled a second time 
and sentenced to 93 days’ imprison- 
ment, which will qualify him to ap- 
pear again before the Appellate 
Tribunal. 

While serving a sentence of 56 
days’ detention awarded by his first 
court-martial, it was alleged that his 
civilian clothes were taken away and 
that, as he refused to wear military 
uniform, he went naked for a fort- 
night. Several times he had been 
dressed in khaki by the military but 
each time he had taken it off again. 
When visited by his father, he was 
clad only in a towel, but was later 
allowed to see his mother in a shirt 
and trousers. A letter in the Man- 
chester Guardian (Sept. 7) drew ‘at- 
tention to the case and following the 
urgent representations of the Central 
Board for COs, Roy Woodward was 
allowed to wear his civilian clothes. 


On behalf of the CBCO (6 Endsleigh St., 
WCl1), Denis Hayes is preparing a history of 
the CO movement during the war and will 
be glad to have notes of unusual happenings 
and light relief that may not have found its 
way into the Central Board’s filea. There is, 
of course, no guarantee that it can be included. 


EMINENT SPEAKERS AT 
N.P.C. CONFERENCE 


AN imposing array of speakers is 

taking part in the National Peace 
Council’s Conference on “ The United 
Nations and the Future Peace” at the 
Conway Hall, London, in the next two 
days. 

John Middleton Murry, editor of 
Peace News, and Victor Gollancz are 
taking part in the first session, start- 
ing at 2.15 p.m. today. 

H. N. Brailsford is among the speakers at 
the second session after tea, and Sir John Orr 
and G. D. H. Cole are due to take part in the 
Saturday morning session. For the final 
session at 2.15 tomorrow, Dr. Rita Hinden is 
an additional speaker. 

Tickets (price 1s. 6d. per session; 3s. 6d. 
ine a will be available at the Conway 

all. 


Just Published 


Wasie Parade” 


The New Illustrated Miscellany for 
: Music Lovers 
Price 2s. 6d. 
Order from your bookseller 
Or Post Paid, 2s. 7d., from: 
ARTHUR UNWIN, Pubr., 3, England's 
Lane, N.W.3 


POWER SHORTHAND 


Amazingly Easy 
Delighted Testimonials 
15|- Complete Correspondence Course 
20 LISSON GROVE, 
LONDON, N.W%1. 


UNITED PEACE CAMPAIGN 
GLASGOW 


“SAVE EUROPE: 
NOW” — 


Meeting at 48 Dundas Street 
Sunday, October 7 at 3 p.m. 
All who are anxious to see the tragedy of 


famine and disease averted in Europe this 
winter, are urged to attend ! 


The Iniquity of 
Totalitarianism 


THE totalitarian State did not first 

come into being with the Bol- 
shevists, the Fascists, or the Nazis; 
it grew gradually out of the modern 
conception of the sovereignty of the 
State and the disintegration of indi- 
viduals and communities. The more 
families and communities fail to do, 
the more the State must do. The 
State becomes the general servant. 
It is called in aid for everything 
because what is needful is not done of 
men’s own free will. The over- 
burdening of the State proceeds in 
exact proportion to the decay of the 
communities antecedent to the State, 
to ithe structurelessness of human 
society. 

A natural, organic structure based 
on free will is replaced of necessity 
by the artificial structure of the 
State, which is imposed by force, and 
which works from above downwards, 
from the most comprehensive to the 
smallest communities and to the 
individual. What comes into being is 
the modern centralized State which 
fills the void between the central 
power of the State and the individual, 
with its artificial forms of organiza- 
tion, its departments, districts and 
sham communities—structures with- 
out personal life, mere units of State 
administration. 

The State thus created is the sub- 
stitute for the lost community of the 
people and is the last step but one 
towards the totalitarian State. This 
last step from the centralized to the 
totalitarian State is achieved by the 
abolition of the independence of the 
individual, by the non-recognition of 
the primal rignts of men—the pre- 
State commun.ties having already 
lost their vitality and their dignity. 

This inversion of the structure of 
the State which, instead of being 
built up from below, is organized 
from above, is the one great iniquity 
of our time, the ini- ‘ity which over- 
shadows all others and generates 
them of itself. The order of creation 
ig turned upside down. What should 
be last is first. The expedient, the 
subs#liary, has become the main 
thing. The State which should be 
only the bark on tthe life of the com- 
munity has become the tree itself. 


* 
The law of the State is a just law 


only in so far as it protects and pre- 
serves the rights of individuals and 


LETTERS 


e 
Business as usual 
{ }BSERVER expresses the hope 
(PN, Sept. 14) that Britain will 
take the lead in averting the ruin of 
Europe by insisting that the vital 
industries of the Ruhr be brought 
into production again. I wonder 
whether he fealises how far from such 
a trend are the thoughts of our in- 
dustrialists? I would like all readers 
to consider the _implications of the 
following quotations from the Sep- 
tember issue of “ Business,” a journal 
which is widely read by industrialists 
and business executives. The contri- 
butor had just returned from a trip 
through Germany. 

“Clearly, the most substantial material gain 
which accrues to Britain from the defeat of 
Germany is the elimination of that country 
as a competitor in the markets of the world. 
How long that competition is eliminated is in 
the hands of the Western Allies to say. If 
they allow it to be revived they will deserve 
the ruthless consequences which they will in- 
evitably get .. . . German industry today is 
prostrate... . The capacity for revival is, 
of course, also there, but it cannot be exercised 
without the open connivance of ithe British 
and the Americans.’’ (My emphasis.) 

The writer then makes a_ cold-blooded 
analysia of Germany's pre-war production and 
trade, and discusses the prospects of their 
being replaced by British manufacturers and 
exporters Not confining himself to industries 
which might be adapted to war purposes, he 
deals, for instance, with the enormous 
destruction by bombing of Germany's pharma- 
ceutical and drug industries—‘*In 1936 this 
export group was fourth amongst consump- 


tion goods exports, but it will be years, if- 


ever, before it is an important competitor on 
world markets again.” A 

One more extract from this happily-phrased 
gloat-dance: ‘‘ For Great Britain the only 
substantial salvage of all the enormous losses 
it has suffered in life and Wealth, and the only 
offset it can show for the three to four billion 
sterling in frozen oversea credits, is the fact 
that Germany as a competitor in world trade 
is, to use a word which is now heard al] over 


Germany, ‘kaput.’ ”’ 
BRIAN McCARTHY. 

25 Arboretum Avenue, Lincoln. 

(To be fair to our industrialists, if 
‘* Business "’ represents the mentality of many 
of them, the ‘‘ Economist ’’ represents that of 
some. And the Economist’s policy for Ger- 
many is the most enlightened that finds ex- 
pression anywhere today.—Ed., P.N.) 


communities, which exist psi 
dently of it and are founded on the 
Divine order of justice. And that is | 
the very thing which is so widely 
contested, or has become so insecure 
today. But where it is seriously con- 
tested, the idea of the totalitarian 
State already exists. For the totali- 
tarian State is nothing but the 
absorption of all rights into the law 
of the State—that is, the complete 
freedom of the State to call what it 
will right, and to recognize no legiti: | 
mate prima] claims, whether of 
individuals or groups. The State has 
become master of everything and 
everybody, and man, with everything 
he possesses has become a slave of the 
State, without property, without 
dignity, without freedom. For he is 
free only in so far as he is entitled to 
an activity which is not commanded 
or permitted by another. 

But in the totalitarian State, 
individuals and groups have only so 
much free play as the State allows. 
On principle, everything belongs to 
it—life, strength, freedom, ability, 
work. Whether the State takes the 
form of a Dictatorship or plays the 
farce of democracy, it is all the si ne, 
even though the individual citizens 
who have surrendered to its power 
are fully convinced that they are 
masters of this State because they 
have all the same right ito create the 
State which enslaves them all. 

The totalitarian State or federal- 
ism—that is the burning issue of 
justice in our time. But it must be 
grasped in all its depth, and that 
means that the totalitarian State 
must be recognized even in the States 
and nations which imagine them- 
selves to be democracies and hence 
immune against the virus of totali- 
tarianism. No form of State renders 
any country immune against totali- 
tarianism, for ‘tthe totalitarian State 
has nothing to do with ‘onstitutions. 
It is the “omni-competent State,” tthe 
turning of all life into a State affair, 
a phenomenon which becomes pos- 
sible only when the pre-State groups 
and individuals have been deprived of 
power. 


* * Ld 


The above is taken, with a few 
verbal amendments, from the trans- 
lation of Emil Brunner’s masterly 
book, “ Justice and the Social Order,” 
recently published by The Lutter- 
worth Press (158.). 


Co-operation for Europe 


F it is permissible to notice any positive 

feature resulting from the present situation 
in Europe, then I am pleased to see that all 
sections of the Union are working hard to do 
something towards the alleviation of this | 
terrible problem. 

It is no Jonger a question of positive 
pacifism or war resistance, community or a 
new society, Murry or Morley, All shades of 
pacifists and the near-pacifists, religious or 
political nre rallying together. 

Y may be critical of National Council, but 
it is with relief that I welcome this spon- 
fancous co-operation. This work «alone may 
justify the existence of the Union. 

FRANK MAITLAND. 

15 Beach Grove. Benton, 

Forest Hall, Newceastle-upon-Tyne. 


Diagnosis wanted 
Pacifists should be indebted to Gen. Fuller 


for his blunt and excellent letter. ‘‘ Pacifiats 
should be the surgeons, not the gas bags of 
war.”’ Very true. He continues: “ Pacifists 
should consider the causes of war instead of 
forever harping on their effects.’”’ Exactly. 

I have for the past seven years attended 
“circles ’’ at which young men—and some 
old ones--have referred contemptuously to 
discussions of the causes of the war as “that 
brend and butter stuff.” They waxed elo- 
quent on the philosophers and sages as their 
infallible guides to war--and bored me stiff, 
They ranted about the psychological differ- 
encen between the Germans and ourselves— 
although they know nothing of the Germans. 
Most were convinced that the Allied Powers 
were indeed Crusaders battling against the 
“ Powers of Evil,’’ but they were extremely 
vague ay to the credentials of the ‘haves ” 
in their crusading role against the ‘have 
nots,”” 

Certain of them effused over Soviet Russia, 
although they had never been nearer than 
500 miles to that celestial sphere. Others. 
saw the cure for all ills in a different brand 
of Socialism, whilst completely overlooking 
the fact that the rabid selfishness of 90 per 
cent. of humans would make _ idealistic 
socialism quite unworkable. 

To be practical, might I suggest a series of 
“Peace News” readers’ letiers, putting very 


concisely their opinions as to the causes of 
the last war and inserting any definite facts 
which they may possess (other than the 
Treaty of Versailles) which contributed to 
that tragedy. It might give the circles some- 
thing concrete to wark upon in their diagnosis. 
The next war will have the same basic causes. 
Therefore they will not be wasting their time. 
H. W. DAVISON. 
‘‘ Blayeot,”” High-street, 
Blakeney, Norfolk. 


‘OBSERVER’ CONTINUED 


determination, Russia, though she 
may desire to, will not be able to 
prevent it. 


Hope for France 


A GOOD omen for this reconstruc- 
= tion is the considerable increase 
in the strength of the Socialists after 
the French municipal elections. Their 
integrity and isolation has served them 
better than the opportunist alliance 
of the Radical-Socialists (who are not 
Socialists at all, but a conservative 
anti-clerical party) and the Com- 
munists. The Communists have made 
some gains in Paris: but the much 
heavier Socialist gains have been made 
chiefly at the expense of the Radical- 
Socialists. A new party, the MPR 
(Popular Republican Movement), 
which stands somewhere between the 
Socialists and the Radical-Socialists, 
is in front of the Communists. 


It looks as though at the coming 
general election, in October, the 
Socialists and the Popular Republicans 
will have a clear majority. These 
have supported de Gaulle, not because 
they are enamoured of him, but be- 
cause they feared the consequences 
of his overthrow by a tactical com- 
bination of Communists and Radical- 
Socialists. 


After the October election, the 
position will be not so much that they 
support de Gaulle, as that he will 
have to rely on them: his power will 
become constitutional, and subject to 
democratic socialist control, Already 
he is being brought to heel. M. Diet- 
helm, his War Minister, who has 
implemented his plan for a prepos- 
terously swollen army, was defeated 
in the election: and M. Pleven, the 
Finance Minister, has carried a re- 
duction of military expenditure by 
two-thirds: to one sixth instead of 
one half the national expenditure. 


U.S. and Palestine 


"PHE USA is being rather difficult 

about a good many things: now 
about Palestine. After rejecting the 
British proposal that USA should 
share responsibility for settling the 
problem, President Truman sent a 
personal letter to Mr. Attlee support- 
ing the Jewish claim (made by the 
Agency three months ago) for the 
immediate immigration of 100,000 
Jews into Palestine. That is typical 
of the. USA at the present moment: 
to demand a policy and take no respon- 
sibility for effecting it, or for its 
consequences. President Truman’s 
letter (duly publicized) was an irres- 
ponsibility in an American President 
which will encourage rather than 
check the political irresponsibility that 
is the besetting sin of the American 
public as a whole. 


Britain has taken the best decision: 


| to refer the whole problem to the 


Council of the United Nations. But 
that will not expedite a solution. A 
quick decision is necessary. What it 
should be is sufficiently indicated in 
two able articles in The Times (Sept. 
24-25). 


Case for partition 


'IHE story there told of the vacil- 

lations of British policy towards 
the quasi-legal defence organisation 
of the Jews convinces me that here, 
as in India, the need is for a positive 
British initiative; and that the policy 
of apparent detachment towards rival 
claims amounts in fact to a refusal to 
take the responsibility of government, 
The Times correspondent in the case 
of Palestine comes down forthrightly 
for partition—that is, the complete 
independence of Jewish Palestine. He 
is quite convinced that the Arab pro- 
test would be brief and purely emo- 
tional; and that the Arab League as 


'a whole has neither the will, nor the 


power nor even the desire to take 
action against it. The fear of Arab- 
Jewish war in the Middle East is 
unfounded af not deliberate) 
alarmism. 


Much the same, I suspect, applies 
to the talk of the civil war between 
Moslems and Hindus in India. If the 
British government would act boldly 
and ignore equally the frothy non- 
sense of Pakistan and the equivoca- 
tions of Congress, while guaranteeing 
the Moslems safeguards against 
Hindu majority rule, there would 
seem to be a good chance of success. 


Published from 8 Blackstock Rd, London. 
N.4, by “Peace News” Ltd. Printed by Clifford 
Printing Co. (T.U.), London, N.16. 
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